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June President's Message 

Wow! Can you believe June is here? 
 
It seems like just yesterday that I was starting the  
year as President of SI Hamilton.  And, what a year  
it has been!  I really cannot tell you how much all of  
you have inspired me this year!  Serving as your  
President gave me a true appreciation for the  
dedication of our club members.  In a year that  
required caring, extra work and creative thinking,  
each of you rose to the occasion.  We fulfilled our  
obligations to the community, and we took care of each other all the while 
working to meet our mission of empowering women and girls. 
 
This is my last submission of a newsletter article as President.  So, I would 
like to take a moment to reflect on an issue that has been talked about though 
the years and how I feel this year has provided a definitive answer! 
I have heard through the years that our club is reluctant to accept change.  As 
most of you know, I am the dinosaur of the club.   I joined in 1983.  So, I 
have watched this club for nearly 40 years!  I have seen our club experience 
many changes through the years.  Would you believe that when I joined, 
membership was by invitation only and it only took one dissenting vote in the 
membership (cast anonymously) to keep you from membership.  You could 
only have one individual representing a classification of business.  The 
mission was improving life for women and children.  I have always found that 
this club has engaged in change.    Maybe not at a pace that was acceptable to 
all but change none the less.  This year, however, has blown all doubt out of 
the water!  The pandemic year of 2021 sent the world reeling.  Our club was 
able to quickly pivot to virtual meetings.  Joan Richards immediately had us 
set up with a Zoom account and coordinated the  
hosting of meetings.  Committees instantly went to 
 work to see how fundraising efforts could be  
changed to meet the new environment.  Hours of  
research was completed by Mary Lyn resulting in  
a hugely successful on-line auction event by the  
Evening Wrapped in Chocolate committee chaired  
by Patti Martin.  The Awards Committee,  
co-chaired by Saundra Amsden and Mary Lyn  
quickly changed promotional methods to reach  
potential winners who were no longer accessible  
through our normal channel of partners.   
                                  (continue to page 2) 
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President’s Message continued. 
 

They then changed application methods to make it easier and even figured out how to make the awards special 
even when an in-person celebration was not possible.  Our social committee, chaired at various times by Joan 
Richards, Nancy Bussiere, Robin Clute, and Lori Matz hosted fun and relaxing virtual socials that provided a 
much-needed outlet for our members.  We used the time to clean out our storage shed!   
 
Kathleen Graler, Barb June, and Nancy Bussiere digitized our history!  We partnered with local businesses to 
create two new on-line fundraisers – thanks to Marcia Babowicz for keeping her eyes open for possible 
fundraisers.  Our See’s Candy committee, chaired by Marcia Babowicz, was able to open an on-line See’s candy 
store.  We decided to participate in a new showcase for area non-profits.   “Spring Into Summer” will be held in 
June and Barb June is the committee chair.  SI Hamilton is definitely going to make a positive image statement at 
the event!  Vikki Bell chaired the nominating committee and did a fabulous job of making new members feel 
valued and encouraged to run for election to leadership positions.   
 
Our Treasurer, Sue Smith had a goal this year to make the Treasurer’s job less complicated and we all should 
appreciate her efforts!  That is a big change.   And our 25 in 5 Fund has been converted into an investment 
account.  We are growing our resources with help from member Debbie Gantz.  Now that is an extremely 
exciting change!   Our Recording Secretary, Nancy Bussiere, has helped create administrative systems, filled in 
for Zoom hosting when Joan had her fall and subsequent surgeries and worked with me to create a system for 
providing minutes and agendas prior to meetings.  At her suggestion, the Senior Womens Tea Committee began 
a correspondence campaign with area ladies over 90, many of whom were totally isolated during the pandemic.  
This, too, was a change from our hosted annual tea.   
 
Member Saundra Amsden is our District 4 Director for Northwestern Region.  Her job took some drastic turns as 
all regional events went virtual this year.  She tackled the mission and did a fabulous job.  Thanks to Donna 
Ayres for sharing experiences from the Founders Region with Saundra.  And Saundra did all that that while 
contracting and battling COVID!   The International Service Committee, chaired by Alene Tunney, doubled their 
awards this year, thanks to the generosity of committee members.  And, we have had many members working on 
the Image Roundtable including new members like Chris Rowles and Carmella Bowns.  Alene Tunney is 
chairing the administrative portion and Mary Lyn is chairing the marketing component.  New administrative 
documents have been approved and will be in use for the coming year.  Soon we will have a new look in 
outreach to the public.  And, as we return to normal, we’ll have more changes! 
 
So, I would say SI Hamilton accepts and adapts to change!  You all haven proven it this year. 

Thanks to all of you, our club is growing and is on a very firm foundation.   We are ready to welcome Patti 
Martin as your 2021-2022 President.  Patti has been an invaluable help to me this year.  I am proud to turn over 
the reins of leadership to her and her new board.  
 
Lastly, I want to say thank you!  Working with all of you has truly been a pleasure for me.     I feel humbled by 

the job you entrusted to me. You have been kind, gracious, supportive, and willing to help whenever asked.   

What President could ask for more!  

TERI 



  

 Jun 4 Kelcy Edwards 
Jun 13 Joan Richards 
Jun 18 Julie Freyberger 
Jun 20 Lori Matz 
Jun 21 Debbie Sesa-Gantz 
Jun 26 Chris Taggart 
Jun 26 Robin Clute 
 
Jul 8 Vikki Bell 
Jul 8 Patti Martin 
Jul 17 Sonya Bitterman  
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Senior Women Card Writing Campaign  
 

We have shared previously that there are 30 members, friends, and an 
elementary class writing to Bitterroot Valley women aged 90+ since last 
October.  We began writing to 114 women.   These wonderful volunteers 
committed to sending at least 2 cards each month, with some sending 4 cards 
each month.  Our Senior Women numbers have decreased over the 9 months, 
and we are now writing to 88 women.  
 

It's a delight to announce  that our club has sent over 1, 724 day-

brightening cards to Senior Women over the last 9 months!  

AWARDS COMMITTEE  
 
A huge SHOUT OUT OF APPRECIATION to these members who 
volunteered to send a personalized Congratulations card through snail 
mail to some or all of our 14 Award and Scholarship winners.  Consider 
how much fun and support it was for our winners, who were not able to 
be honored at an in-person event, to repeatedly find cards of 
encouragement and congratulations in their mailbox. 
 
Carmela Bowns       Robin Clute       Amy Foote              Lori Matz 
Kathleen Graler       Barbara June    Nancy Bussiere     Joan Richards 
Chris Rowles            Debbie Gantz    Linda Schmitt       Syble Solomon 
Alene Tunny             Brenda Von Brach     Patrice Promack 

AWARDS COMMITTEE  
 

Thank you card received from 
Baili Lubke: 
 
"Thank you SO MUCH for the 
personalized card of 
Congratulations to me receiving 
the Trina Petersen Pro-Tech 
Award!  Your kind words mean 
so much to me!  I am also 
humbled and honored that you 
all were impressed with my 
application. I have dreamed of 
becoming a nurse for so long 
now, and I am so grateful to 
have the funds to pursue my 
dreams!  Thank you also for all 
you do with the Soroptimists of 
Hamilton, changing lives and 
investing in dreams.  Blessings 
to you all and I will definitely 
keep in touch.  

 Sincerely, Baili 
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AN EVENING WRAPPED IN CHOCOLATE May 18, 2021 
 

Update on Sponsorships A2Z is doing something this year not sure what, Debbie Gantz is doing $500 again.  
Right now, we have $2750. So, with Debbie’s 500, and we usually we get 1,000 from Massa, A2Z, Marcus Daly, 
and Big Sky Eye has given $250 we are on track to getting around $4,500 as we have in the past.  We could use 
some more of course, and I guess Carmela and Nancy B are going to State Farm. 
 
Bitterroot River Inn secured date 9/16 for $300 great deal!! Dominic will be auctioneer. 
 
I am not sure what are expenses were for 2020 because of changes to online, some we won’t have. 
 
Discussion on raffle of bowl of money $300 or more. Wine Pull get $20 from members and buy wine from 
Albertsons again need 50 bottles, $20 each? 
 
Discussion on catering  
 
In June start going to people you went to last year, if you want to go talk to someone, please call me, and make 
sure someone isn’t already going there. 
 
Discussion on Live auction items Glamping for 2022 auction off 2 nights, Ski tickets and stay at Camp Sula, 
Miss Montana, RPG Ranch, Bird Watching, float trip, Entertainment pkg?????  Last year witches brigade, 
Missoula night out and Griz tickets, Sushi dinner Mary Lynn, carousel picture???   
 
 

Wrap-up 
 

It was decided to do catering and we will check out Mine Shaft and Red Rooster 
 
Vikki will receive the $20 for wine pull and Vikki and I will go buy wine. 
 
Sonny Stone has donated a pasta dinner at her house for out live auction and will check and see if Jessie {new 
wine shop} will sponsor or donate wine. 
 
A long discussion about whether we will have silent auction items and live event with people bidding on phone.  
Patti will talk to Mary Lynn. 
 
We had several pieces of Joana Barker painted porcelain vases it was decided to put all on silent auction.  Patti 
had a large carousel picture, and we will put that in auction also.  
 
Patti will get donations at Ace, and Naps. 
 
Carmella will do Yarn Shop, Taste of Paris, and Quilt Shop 
 
There was more discussion on where to get donations we need to decide how many we want and if we get a Gift 

Certificate get something to go along with it. 

Please check with me before you go anywhere and get donation to make sure someone else is not going there. 
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Spring into Summer Event 
 

This event gives non-profit organizations an opportunity 
to tell the public what great things we do. The public is 
invited with no entry fee to music and entertainment, a 
children’s play area and a large raffle (again free) to win 
some nice prizes like a snowblower, big screen TV, VVQ 
grill and more. Current CDC guidelines will be in force.  
For participants to get a raffle ticket they must go to a 
booth and do something to get a ticket. At our booth they 
will give us their email address so we can inform them of 
our fundraisers. We cannot sell anything or give any food 
or drink away. We can have a donation jar on the table. 
We will also have a small raffle at our booth (again free) 
so we are looking for a few donations from our members 
to fill the backet and a basket to use. Mary Lyn has 
created a new club brochure that attracts new members 
and women looking for scholarships. She is also making a 
postcard to promote our fundraisers. Please come to the 
event. It should be fun.  
We will have 3 shifts at the booth of 2 or 2 ½ hours long 

and we do need a few volunteers. Masks are required for 

workers.  Please contact Barbara June 363-6500 if you 



Soroptimist of Hamilton 
PO Box 1012 
Hamilton, MT 59840 

Submissions to the newsletter can be sent to:  
mailto:sinewsletter@gmail.com 
 
If you submit to any of the above locations, you are guaranteed it will reach us! 


